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Access to Higher Education

Instruction to Candidates

This questionnaire acts as an assessment tool to identify your suitability for an Access course.  If Access isn’t for you there are other courses that can get you where you want to go.

	Choosing your course…

	1
	Access pathways are designed to prepare you for university.  What do you want to study?  The information you provide can help us choose the course for you.

	2
	Have a good look at the options available to you.  Access to HE may not be your only route.

	3
	Your answers should show forward planning and goals, both display qualities for a committed and hard working learner.

	4
	The course leaflet details entry requirements; see if you meet them.  Entry requirements are a good indicator of the level that you will be studying at.  

	5
	Is this course part of your long-term plans?  Access courses require commitment in and out of college.  If this course is part of your plan you are more likely to make time for it. 

	Prior to studying…

	6
	If you know the career you want, show that you have looked into the best course for that.

	7
	If you have studied in the last 3 years you should have an idea of the demands of studying.  You may have practice at exams and essay writing.  Previous experience will help you.

If you haven’t studied recently you may have other relevant experience.  Make the most of it.

	8
	Think about what skills will help you with your studies.  There are always Level 2 courses that can help you get started.

	9
	Look into what the College and universities offer, to help with college fees.  You should get an idea of how much it will cost, so that you can plan ahead.

	Studying…

	10
	How well do you think you will be able to deal with studying in and out of College?  

	11
	If you have work or family responsibilities you may struggle with your work.  Make sure you have supportive friends and family.

	12
	If you don’t have the time you will fall behind!  

	13
	Think about the big picture.  Where do you want to be in 3 years? 

	Other commitments…

	14
	Do you have any experience that can help you on the course?

	15
	Work can clash with College.  Which is your priority?

	16
	What else might get in the way of your studies?  How you will deal with it?

	17
	If you have children, consider how this will affect your studies.  Too many people fall behind because of poor planning.


At the end of the questionnaire there is space to write what you feel is important to you and your studies.  You need to show that you are motivated and can plan ahead.  If you feel that you haven’t done a good enough job with the questions add it in at the end.  Take advantage of this space to really sell yourself.   First impressions are everything!
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Access to Higher Education

Initial Assessment Questionnaire
Name: ________________________________________________________________________

	Choosing your course…

	The Access to Higher Education programme is designed to prepare you for entry to higher education courses at universities and colleges.

	1. 
	Have you decided what you would like to study in higher education?

If Yes, please specify

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________
	Yes/No

	2. 
	Have you found out about the higher education courses available?
	Yes/No

	3. 
	Do you know yet which university(ies) you will apply to?

If Yes, please specify

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________
	Yes/No

	4. 
	Have you checked the entry requirements?
	Yes/No

	5. 
	Do you have any long-term career plans at this stage?

If Yes, please specify

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________
	Yes/No

	Prior to studying…

	6. 
	Why have you chosen this particular pathway within the Access to HE programme?

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

	7. 
	Are you used to studying?

If Yes, what have you studied in the past 3 years?

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________
	Yes/No

	8. 
	What level of academic ability do you think that you are presently at?  Please circle below:

Level 1
=
Pre GCSE

Level 2
=
GCSE

Level 3
=
A Level (end of Access – suitable for progression to university)

Level 4
=
University

	9. 
	Have you considered the cost implications of studying at college and university?
	Yes/No


	Studying…

	As well as attending college you will also have to devote some personal time to your studies.

	10. 
	Are you motivated enough to undertake self-directed study regularly?
	Yes/No

	11. 
	Do you have enough support at home to enable you to study? 
	Yes/No

	12. 
	How much time can you give to your studies per week?

	
	Study time outside of college

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Monday
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tuesday
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Wednesday
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Thursday
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Friday
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Saturday
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sunday
	
	
	
	
	
	


NB
Full-time study route = 9.10 am to 4.30 pm  for 3 days per week
	13. 
	Have you thought about the long term (e.g. How long it will take to achieve your full qualification)?
	Yes/No

	Other commitments…

	14. 
	Are you currently in work?  

Please give a brief summary of the type of work you are/have been doing.

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________
	Yes/No

	15. 
	How many hours do you presently work per week and when?  Do you plan to continue this while on the course?

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________


	16. 
	Do you have any other regular commitments?

If Yes, how many hours per week and when?

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________
	Yes/No

	17. 
	If applicable, have you considered child care?
	Yes/No

	If there is any further information that you think will support your application please give details below:
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